




Columbans attended the
annual Migrants Mass in
Westminster Cathedral on 4
May. Bishop Patrick Lynch of
Southwark told a packed
congregation that the
Catholic Church will support
migrant workers should they
be scapegoated during eco-
nomic hard times. They had

made an enormous contribu-
tion to the church both
“spiritually and socially”. He
called for all undocumented
workers who have lived in
the UK for five years or
more to be given full citizen-
ship rights.

NEW DVD
Available from June 2009

STATIONS OF THE FORESTS
Columban Missionary Society
In the mid 1980s, Columbans in the Philippines developed a
‘Stations of the Forests’, using the popular ‘stations’ format to
lament the stages in the death of a part of God’s Creation, the
rainforests. Various versions of it were used by Catholic agen-
cies over the next decade.  This is a revised audio-visual and
incorporates more global issues related to rainforest destruction
such as extractive industries and climate change.
£7.00 inclusive of p&p from Columban JPIC Office, Hendon.

A Study Guide on Climate Change and the Church’s
Social Teaching

BETWEEN THE
FLOOD AND
THE RAINBOW
Produced by OPERATION
NOAH, supported by CAFOD,
Columban Faith and Justice,
and the National Justice and
Peace Network (2008).
This Study Guide on Climate
Change is based upon key
themes in Catholic Social
Teaching and is intended for
study and reflection by adult
groups. The Guide contains agendas for six Meetings with
accompanying Reflection and Action Sheets, Reading Sheets,
Appendices, plus a Prayer and Worship Section.
£5.00 plus £1.00 p&p. Cheques to ‘Operation Noah’
From: Operation Noah, The Grayston Centre, 28 Charles
Square, London N1 6HT. 020 7324 4761. www.opera-
tionnoah.org.

Vocation for Justice
compiled by Ellen Teague

Columban Faith and Justice Team
St. Joseph’s, Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY.

020 8202 2555.

www.columbans.co.uk
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Columbans Fathers Frank Nally, Parig Digan, Peter Hughes, Aodh
O'Halpin and Columban Lay Missionary Aurora Luceno attended

the Migrants Mass at Westminster Cathedral on 4 May 2009.

Church Supports
Migrants

Celebrate 
Creation Time
1 September - 4 October

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland have put
together a programme of resources to assist churches
to observe a Time for Creation in 2009, between 1
September and 4 October. The theme for 2009 is
'Creation in Crisis - a time for prayer and action'. The
resources will includes  sermon notes, discussion group
ideas for young people, Bible-based group study notes
for adults and action ideas. All the material will be
available as free downloads. See;
www.ctbi.org.uk/creationtime 



Operation Noah’s Ark Campaign is pushing
leaders to make radical cuts in carbon emis-
sions in power stations by use of carbon
capture and a massive switch to renewable
energy. The developed economies, like the
UK, must lead, but by 2030, ON wants a
decarbonised electricity model to be the
norm across the globe. Developed countries
must repay their carbon debt by donating
technology and assisting developing coun-
tries in their desire to produce green and
clean energy.

The coming months see three very high
profile events on the road to the UN climate
summit in Copenhagen. On Thursday July
2nd, the Bishop of London will board an
‘Ark on the Thames’ surrounded by children
dressed as animals and proceed to
Westminster. Here, the entourage will be
joined by sheep, goats, alpacas and chickens
from nearby Vauxhall City Farm. After the
hymns, brass quintet and African drumming,
the Rt Rev Richard Chartres will give a short
address. He will challenge the UK govern-
ment to exercise bold leadership at
Copenhagen in December and address the
urgency of the mounting climate crisis.  

Just a week later on Saturday July 11th,
Operation Noah is helping to co-ordinate a
rally in Doncaster, parliamentary seat of
Climate Change Secretary, Ed Miliband MP.
A whole host of schools, churches and

NGOs are coming together for a parade, a
service inside St George’s Minster and a
chance to question the government minister
on climate change policy.

Finally, just a few weeks before
Copenhagen, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Rowan Williams, will give the annual
Operation Noah lecture in Southwark
Cathedral on Tuesday October 13th at 7pm.
The title will be: “Noah and the Flood: les-
sons for the Twenty First Century.”  Tickets
can be obtained by emailing
campaigns@operationnoah.org or calling
0207 324 4761.

All these events are described in more
detail at www.operationnoah.org 

Page 24 July 2009

Operation Noah
and the Road to
Copenhagen

omnibus 24 christian ecology link

For information on Christian Ecology Link, including how to join, and to find
out if there is a local CEL group near you, please contact 
CEL, 3 Bond Street, Lancaster LA1 3ER, info@christian-ecology.org.uk or
telephone 01524 36241. 

Forthcoming dates: CEL Conference 7th November, Ottery St Mary, Devon;
Climate Service, 5th December, London.ChristianEcologyLink

Remember,
Remember
the 5th of
December
The Stop Climate

Chaos coalition march

and rally is in London

on the eve of the

Copenhagen United

Nations Conference.

CEL is helping to

organise a service to

start the day with

Cafod, Progressio, the

Columbans, Operation

Noah and others.

Coaches will be com-

ing from around the

UK. 

Please put the
date in your
diary.

An Operation Noah ‘Ark on the River’ event
at Cardiff with children and animals.



Many readers will be aware of
the Transition Towns move-
ment which has grown up
over the past 3 years in
response to the twin chal-
lenges of peak oil and climate
change. 

From small beginnings there
are – at the last count -175
communities in the UK which
are officially Transition Towns
and many more are mulling it
over. The movement has now
spread to several countries
including Australia, Canada,
Chile, Germany, Italy, Japan,
the Netherlands, New Zealand
and the USA. These communi-
ties envisage life beyond peak
oil and involve local people in
constructing ‘energy descent
plans’ focusing on such areas
as local food, land use, energy,
waste, transport and reskilling.
They plan a transition from our
current wasteful, polluting and
energy intensive way of life to
one that uses energy and
resources in ways that will
enable us, our children and

our grandchildren to enjoy a
good standard of living while
using much less energy. More
information can be found at
www.transitiontowns.org.

In view of the number of its
members involved in transition
initiatives, CEL decided to
launch ‘Churches in Transition’
(CiT) to support ‘green’
Christians who are involved in
the Transition Towns move-
ment. We quickly identified at
least 25 CEL members who
expressed an interest in the
campaign and who are to
some degree involved in local
transition activities - we are
sure there are many more out
there! - and asked them how
they felt we could best support
them.

CiT will be making use of
the CEL ecocell disk – a
resource designed to be used
by home groups, small com-
munities or just simply groups
of households to reduce their
use of energy and resources.
Modules include waste, shop-

ping & food, energy in the
home, water and travel &
transport.  Copies can be
ordered from jill-publica-
tions@christian-ecology.org.uk

CEL members are organising
a day conference, ‘Transition
Towns and Sustainable Ottery’
on Saturday 7 November at
Ottery St Mary, Devon.
Speakers include Tim Gorringe
(a theologian from Exeter
University) and Ben Brangwyn

(a leading thinker in
theTransition Town move-
ment). See CEL’s website for
more information www.chris-
tian-ecology.org.uk. or tele-
phone 01404 811062.

It is hoped that CEL’s CiT
campaign will offer green
Christians support in making a
coherent and lasting contribu-
tion to the care for God’s cre-
ation at the level of their local
communities. 
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A group of CEL members visit a waste recycling plant to find
out how to deal with waste more sustainably.

EcoCongregation has a new co-ordinator
David Hughes has taken over from Jo Rathbone as the new co-ordinator of
EcoCongregation. He can be contacted at 0114 263 6421 or through the web-
site at www.ew.ecocongregation.org EcoCongregation is a tool to help
churches begin to tackle environmental issues. The programme starts with a
church check-up to see what is already happening in the church. It provides
resources to guide actions in three main areas of church life: spiritual (worship
and teaching); practical (building and land); and mission (reaching out to the
local and global community). After taking action churches can apply for an
award.

Right: Retiring EcoCongregation co-ordinator Jo Rathbone presented with
flowers as she hands over to David Hughes who is standing behind her when

both were present at a CEL committee meeting.



An innovative Catholic mis-
sion initiative inspired by the
example of a contemplative
nun is being launched in
England and Wales to pro-
mote home mission. 

‘Little Way Week’ is the
brainchild of the Catholic
Agency to Support
Evangelisation (CASE) and
will run from the 18th –
24th October 2009. It is
inspired by the spiritual
teaching on the ‘Little Way’
of St Thérèse of Lisieux. As
‘Patroness of the Missions’,
St Thérèse lived by this path-
way which is a commitment
to do everyday small tasks
with love. The week will
start as the national tour of
England and Wales of the
relics of St Thérèse finishes.

In preparation for the
Week resources are being provided to encourage and help
Catholics to decide which seven small actions – one per day
for a week – they will do to witness to their faith through
service. Daily ‘Little Way’ ideas will be distributed by SMS
text message. Additional ideas and resources will be provided
online (www.littlewayweek.co.uk) to support people to reach
out to others with the love of Jesus Christ. The hope is that
the initiative may also encourage people to consider volun-
teering with a Catholic charitable organisation long term as
an expression of Catholic mission.

Interim CASE Team Leader, Clare Ward, said: 'We don’t
always need to use words to evangelise. Small daily acts and
gestures can powerfully witness to others of the love and
mercy of God. The hope is that every member of the Catholic
Community will feel equipped, enthused and resourced to
get involved in this seven day national outreach. This
October 18th – 24th please consider taking some ‘little steps’
to signpost people to Jesus Christ. The "Little Way" is simple,
direct and something that everyone can get involved with
whatever age they are.'  

Advance information and
resources about the initiative
will be sent to every parish
to coincide with Home
Mission Sunday – 20th
September 2009 - which is a
day of prayer for the spread
of the Gospel in England
and Wales.  It is hoped that
this will give people some
time to reflect on their possi-
ble involvement in the
week. The liturgical materi-
als provided for the Sunday
are themed, “They will
know Him by the good
works that you do,” and
invite people to consider

how they can witness to their faith through service, being
ever aware of the ‘little’ opportunities that present themselves
to explain the reason for their actions – in response to the
love of Christ. (1 Peter 3:15). More than 270,000 leaflets will
be distributed to parishes and religious houses across England
and Wales.

Rt Rev Kieran Conry, Chair of the Bishops’ Conference
Department for Evangelisation and Catechesis, said: 'It is the
task of every parish and baptised person to break open for
others the meaning of Jesus’ story through witnessing to their
faith through loving service. There is a powerful link between
evangelisation and works of charity because, “Love of neigh-
bour is a path that leads to the encounter with God, and that
closing our eyes to our neighbour also blinds us to God.”
(Deus Caritas Est 30b; 16) This initiative challenges us to take
a fresh look at how we can show the face of God by the
good works, small and large, that we do in daily life. I
encourage you to take part in this "little" week of evangelistic
service and before that to celebrate Home Mission Sunday in
your parish.'
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‘Little Way Week’
Launch To Promote Home Mission



The aim of  Catholic OMNIBUS is to bring together the work,
passions and vocations of priests, religious and lay people in
England and Wales as they challenge us all to join them in
contributing to the life and mission of the Church, in bringing
the good news of the Gospel and  working for justice and
peace throughout the world.

We hope you will want to forward it to your friends and
download all or any part of it for your parish, group or
organisation.

We also hope you will help us make it better by sending us
your suggestions and comments to enquiries@nbcw.org

Links in the text will take you directly to sites and issues of
interest to you.

The National Board of Catholic Women is:

• A forum, founded in 1939, in which Catholic women
of England and Wales come together to share their
views and concerns at diocesan and national level. 

• A consultative body to the Bishops' Conference of
England and Wales and consultative status with the
United Nations (ECOSOC). 

• A founding member of ANDANTE -the European
Alliance of Catholic Women’s Organisations.

• A member of the World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organisations.

• A member of the Women’s National Commission
(consultative body to the  Government)
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