


















Sisters Cornelia Nabututu and Euphasia Katambani join
CAFOD's climate change lobby of parliament. 

Climate change is an issue of justice: it hits the world's
poorest communities first and hardest 

They are already bearing the brunt of droughts, floods and
extreme weather conditions, while developed nations use
more than their fair share of the Earth's resources. 

CAFOD is calling on the rich world to take greater responsi-
bility for tackling climate change. You can take action on
climate change as part of living simply and sustainability, in
solidarity with the world's poorest communities. 

In March 2009, CAFOD will launch its new international
climate change campaign , calling for a fair and binding
deal at the United Nations which puts poor communities in
developing countries at its heart

Events for Climate Justice
Come and hear more about CAFOD's new Climate Justice
Campaign at these events around the country. Discover how our
partners are being affected by climate change and how you can
take action 

12th March - Climate Justice Campaign Launch, London -
Westminster Cathedral Hall, SW1P 1QW; 7pm-9pm.
Contact: ckelling@cafod.org.uk or tel: 020 7095 5414 

14th March - Lenten Day of Reflection for Religious - Vaughan
House, London, SW1P 1QN; 10.30am.
Contact: cparker@cafod.org.uk or tel: 020 7095 5503 

15th March - Romero Mass - St. Helen’s Parish, Crosby, Liverpool,
L23 6UE; 9.30am mass and afternoon event. 
Contact: liverpool@cafod.org.uk or tel: 0151 228 4028 

Continued on 
following page
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Events for Climate Justice
16th March - Climate Justice Campaign Launch, Shrewsbury -
Shrewsbury Cathedral, SY1 1TE; 7pm - 9pm. (NB. No on-site
parking, please use Park + Ride.) 
Contact: shrewsbury@cafod.org.uk or tel: 01244 677594 

19th March - Climate Change Day of Action (joint event with
Christian Aid) - Coventry Cathedral, CV1 5AB; 12pm - 4pm.
12pm ecumenical service, 1.30pm march round city centre,
2.30pm hear about the real impact of a changing climate from
CAFOD partners at Methodist Central Hall.
Contact: campaigns@christian-aid.org or tel: 020 7523 2264 

21st March - Inspiration from the Northern Saints - St. Aiden’s
Church, Holy Island; all day. 
Contact: hexhamandnewcastle@cafod.org.uk or tel: 0191 373
5001 

21st March - Celebrate Justice - Leeds Methodist Mission, Oxford
Place (mass at St Anne’s Cathedral, LS2 8BE); 11am start (tea/cof-
fee 10.30am), mass 12noon and afternoon event. 
Contact: leeds@cafod.org.uk or tel: 0113 275 9302 

22nd March - York Launch - St. Wilfred’s Parish, YO1 7EN; 11am
and afternoon event. 
Contact: middlesbrough@cafod.org.uk or tel: 01904 671 767 

25th March - Clifton Diocese Launch - St. Teresa’s Social Centre,
Bristol, BS34 7PL; 7.30pm – 9pm. 
Contact: ckelling@cafod.org.uk or tel: 020 7095 5414 

26th March - Cardiff Launch - Cardiff University Catholic
Chaplaincy, CF10 3AS; 7.30pm. 
Contact: cardiff@cafod.org.uk or tel: 029 2045 3360 

29th March - Plymouth Launch - Buckfast Abbey, Devon, TQ11
0EE; all day. 
Contact: plymouth@cafod.org.uk or tel: 01752 551 679 

9th May - South East Climate Justice Launch, London (venue tbc). 
Contact: ckelling@cafod.org.uk or tel: 020 7095 5414 
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CAFOD launches short-film
competition for young people

In January CAFOD launched an innovative film competition for
young people in England and Wales. 

CAFOD works with thousands of teenagers to provide educa-
tion and resources on issues affecting the developing world,
and now is hoping to inspire young people to create and dis-
tribute online their own resources, so that a network can devel-
op of young people taking action and actively encouraging oth-
ers to do so as well.

Running from January to 27th April, CAFOD is calling for 14-
18yr olds to submit short films based around their actions
towards a more sustainable world, with entries judged by a
high-profile panel of industry professionals with prizes to
encourage creativity and further campaigning.

The emphasis will be on innovation and communicating the
best ideas, rather than high quality production and entries pro-
duced on any format will be accepted, even mobile phones.
The only condition is that films are on the theme of sustainabili-
ty and are no longer than three minutes in length.

CAFOD works with partners to combat poverty and injustice
in 55 countries, and CAFOD’s projects help change the lives of
thousands of young people overseas. Using inspiring footage
from those projects CAFOD hopes to encourage teenagers here
to respond with short films about climate change and sustain-
ability to highlight the ways they are taking action for positive
change. 

The judging panel consists of BAFTA-winning film producer
Charles Steel, BAFTA-winning director Emily Young, renowned

British actor Colin Salmon, international photo-journalist Juliet
Coombe and CAFOD’s own audio visual producer Paul Higgitt. 

BAFTA award-winning producer and managing director of
Cowboy Films, Charles Steel, member of the judging panel,
said "I'm really pleased to support young people's creative
ideas, and am looking forward to reviewing the entries in this
competition. I think it's important that young people are moti-
vated by the issue of climate change, and statistics and reports
alone won't do this. Film can highlight how people here in the
UK are taking action and getting others involved to create posi-
tive change. I'm proud to support the competition".

CAFOD's Paul Higgitt said "I've made documentaries for
CAFOD all over the world, and have seen first-hand how
engaging and empowering it can be for young people when
they get the opportunity to put forward solutions to their prob-
lems creatively. We're really excited at CAFOD to offer young
people here in the UK the opportunity to use their imaginations
and produce new films to share with and motivate others.
Climate change is such an important issue, we hope that rather
than feel overwhelmed, this will give young people a chance to
feel inspired by it." 



Some 2000 people gathered at a Mass in
York Minster on Thursday 29th January in
celebration of the 400th anniversary of
Mary Ward’s foundation of the
Congregation of Jesus and the Institute of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The principal celebrant was his eminence
Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, the
first head of the Catholic church in England
to celebrate Mass at York Minster since the
Reformation.  He began his address by
reading cordial greetings from his Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI who was himself edu-
cated by the CJ sisters in Bavaria. The mes-
sage said, “For four hundred years, religious
women have drawn inspiration from Mary
Ward’s determination and courage, and fol-
lowing her example, they have dedicated
themselves to carrying out God’s will
through an active apostolic service.
Generations of students have cause to be
grateful to the sisters for the Christian edu-
cation they have received, and many more
have benefited from the spiritual guidance
and the formation of discipleship offered by
the ‘English Ladies’. His Holiness prays that,
through the inspiration of their foundress,
the members of the two Congregations will
continue to be ‘fountains of living water in
the midst of a thirsting world’ (Deus Caritas
Est, 42).

Mary Ward sisters from as far afield as
Kenya, Canada and Korea as well as those
from Britain and Ireland were joined by
members of the Mary Ward Association,
family, friends, former pupils and colleagues
from their many ministries in a packed
Minster.  The opening Litany of the Saints
included English martyrs Margaret
Clitherow, who shared a spiritual director
with Mary Ward, and Blessed Francis
Ingleby, a priest and cousin of Mary Ward’s
who was hung, drawn and quartered on
York’s Knavesmire in 1586.   Sister Eileen
McConnon IBVM added her welcome to
that of the Very Rev. Keith Jones, Dean of
York Minster, whose ecumenical hospitality

made the celebration possible.
The Minster was hung for the occasion

with banners depicting the sail of the boat
in which Mary Ward and her first compan-
ions set sail for Saint Omer in Flanders to
begin their pioneering work.  Designed and
executed by Sister Anthony Wilson SND
MBE, Sheila Shepherd and volunteers at the
Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool, they
were accompanied by a pulpit hanging
bearing the winning entry from the Mary
Ward Jubilee Logo Competition, designed
by Lily Freeston of Loreto Sixth Form
College.  The liturgy, organized by Sisters
Anna Hawke CJ and Bernadette Turtle
IBVM was superbly supported by choirs,
instrumentalists and dancers from All Saints
School, York, Loreto Sixth Form College,
Manchester, Loreto High School, Chorlton,
Manchester and Loreto Grammar and
Preparatory Schools, Altrincham with their
directors of music and organist Adrian
Crawford.  At Communion pupils of Loreto
Preparatory School sang a song about Mary
Ward whose words were written by Sister
Margaret Mary Littlehales CJ, now living in
retirement in the St. Joseph’s community of
the Bar Convent, York, aged 101.  Her biog-
raphy Mary Ward: Pilgrim and Mystic, was
published when she was 93.  Each member
of the congregation received a commemo-
rative bookmark with sayings of Mary Ward
designed by Sister Cecilia Goodman CJ.

In his homily Middlesbrough Bishop
Terence Drainey quoted from a sermon
preached by the then Cardinal Ratzinger at
the Mass to commemorate the fourth cente-
nary of Mary Ward’s birth in St Mary
Major’s Basilica on 23rd January 1985.
“Even when she saw her work destroyed by
the authority of the Church she […]
remained, in a rebellious age, firmly
anchored in the Catholic Church […] The
Church caused Mary Ward great suffering,
but at the same time, the Church was for
her, her surest consolation and peace, the
ground of all ages, the guarantee of the

truth of the promise: one sows and another
reaps.”

During the offertory procession candles
were brought up which represent the conti-
nents of the world in which Mary Ward sis-
ters live and work. In her reflection after
Communion Sister Gemma Simmonds of
the Congregation of Jesus said, “Mary Ward
dared to dream the impossible and it came
true, though not in her time.”  

All who came to the Minster were invited
to refreshments at the end of Mass and an
all-day buffet at the Bar Convent.  Staff there
fed 940 guests, even cutting up their own
sandwiches to feed those invited.  New
publications about Mary Ward, issued spe-
cially for the Jubilee, were on sale to visitors
including a CD by Dame Judi Dench, A
World to Tell, a Life to Live: Mary Ward in
Words and Music and a new edition by
Sister Christina Kenworthy-Browne of A
Briefe Relation, Mary Ward’s oldest biogra-
phy, until now kept only in private archives.
The day also celebrated the opening of the
Bar Convent’s Jubilee 400 Heritage Project.
The Bar Convent, York was founded in
1686 and is the oldest working convent in
the UK.  Trustees and sisters aim to raise
£500,000 over a three year period to realise
their ambition to renovate and update the
Bar Convent Museum and redevelop it as a
centre of living heritage.  Cardinal Murphy
O’Connor visited the Bar Convent for the
first time and greeted many of the guests.
Said Sister Mary Walmsley, the convent’s
superior, “We were delighted the Cardinal
visited the Bar Convent after the wonderful
service of celebration of Mary Ward’s life
and work in York Minster and we are grati-
fied to have his support for our appeal to
renovate and redevelop the museum.” 

In her words of thanks at the end of the
Minster Mass, Sister Jane Livesey, CJ
Provincial superior, added, “the prophet has
at last been honoured in her own country”. 
Patricia Lotery of PoloPR, PR consultant to

Congregation of Jesus, IBVM(Loretto).
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People are impressed by
Mary Ward for different rea-
sons.  Last week Sister
Margaret Leedal was talking
to a primary school group
about Mary’s childhood, the
offers of marriage she
received and her decision to
become a nun instead.  At
the end one of the girls
remarked, ‘Just think – four
blokes, and she didn’t take
one of them!’  The two best-
known images of Mary
Ward are the open circle
and the boat.  The circle
shows Mary and her young
companions full of hope
and excitement as they
share the dream of doing
great things for God.  It
offers a strong contrast to
the famous Gunpowder
Plotters’ portrait.  Many of
the Gunpowder Plotters
were related to the women
in the open circle.  The
Plotters had lost faith in
God, they had lost hope
that anything could change,
so they decided on an act
of religious terrorism, a
deed of desperation that
said ‘God has failed us,
hope has failed us, violence
is the only answer’.  It is a
decision made tragically
often today.  

Mary Ward and her com-
panions faced the same dis-
appointments and persecu-
tions but they faced them
with hope.  Theirs was not a
vicious circle, leading to
death, but a virtuous circle
that led to a life lived more
fully than any of them had
dreamed of.  Today that
open circle includes all of
us here whose lives have
been touched in any way by
Mary Ward.  It’s a circle that
invites us to enter more
deeply into relationship with
the one she called the Parent
of parents and Friend of all
friends.  We belong, across
different times and cultures,
to a group of people who
have never lost faith in the
potential of human beings,
living in hope.

The open circle led to the
ship in full sail.  Isn’t it won-
derful to see that sail, blown
by the wind of the Holy
Spirit, figuring in our beauti-
ful banners made by the
ladies of Liverpool
Cathedral?  Designed by Lily
Freeston, the logo of the
waves, ready to carry Mary
and her companions over-
seas, reminds us of Jesus,
who called men and women
of the sea to fish for human
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Setting out for St. Omer

‘Remember that God be
the end of all your

actions, and therein you
will find great

satisfaction, and think all
things easy and

possible’.  



souls, and spend their lives
spreading the kingdom.
Jesus appeared to be sleep-
ing in the midst of the storm
which filled his disciples’
sails with terror.  He called
Peter to abandon all certain-
ty and dare to walk on dan-
gerous waters.  Mary Ward
and her companions faced
the same storm and wind,
invited by God to leave all
that was safe and certain
and trust in God’s ‘unseen
goodness’.  Here in York and
in Germany women were
inspired by her to set out on
pilgrim journeys, armed
only with their faith:
Frances Teresa Ball began a
new chapter of Mary Ward’s
story in Ireland, and through
her Teresa Dease in Canada
and Gonzaga Barry in
Australia, all women of
courage and unwavering
hope.  God’s saving plan is
not easily overset, even by
the worst of human failures.
The terrible storms of evil
which blew over Europe
under Hitler and Stalin
became another breath of
the Spirit, blowing Mary
Ward’s followers over the
sea to Latin America, India,
Africa and the Far East, and
new foundations continue to
this day.  

The Eucharist we have
shared today in this most
glorious of settings reminds
us that hope is always
stronger than despair and
cynicism.  The Archbishop
of Canterbury of her day
said that Mary Ward was
more of a nuisance than six
or seven Jesuits – and that’s

saying something!  It pro-
voked her into writing her
signature on a window in
Lambeth Palace with her
ring.  The chalice used at
this Mass contains another
ring, given by Cardinal
Mercier to the Earl of
Halifax during one of many
attempts to achieve
Christian unity. Today we
sign our names to another
chapter of hospitality and
mutual Christian respect,
written in hope of future
union.  

Many of us have lived
with hopes disappointed,
friendships betrayed, our
best efforts misunderstood
and judged.  It is the way of
Jesus and of those who
enlist under the banner of
the Cross.  Few have lived
this mystery with such
cheerfulness and grace as
Mary Ward.  But there is
always more to be done.
The position of women in
the church and in society
remains problematic, and all
over the world, millions of
girls are deprived of even
the most basic education.
The open circle of commu-
nity exists in order to give us
strength to get into the boat,
even if the sails are blown
full by storm winds.  The
same Christ who called fish-
ers of Galilee, and a seven-
teenth-century Yorkshire girl,
calls us each day to have
courage and follow within
the circumstances of our
own life.  Each one of us is
a pilgrim whether at the
beginning, middle or end of
our life here on earth.  
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Companions in circle detail

Mary Ward wrote: 
‘Remember that God be the end

of all your actions, and therein
you will find great satisfaction,

and think all things easy and
possible’.  She dared to dream

the impossible and it came true,
though not in her time.  On this
day of jubilee celebration, may

the Spirit of God make us more
loving companions in the open

circle, more generous and
courageous pilgrims as we sail

towards an unknown future full
of hope.



Mary Ward was born near Ripon in
1685, in an age of religious intoler-
ance when all deviation was savagely
persecuted by whichever faith tradi-
tion was in the ascendant. In her time
it was the Catholic Church which was
suffering persecution in England.
Within the Catholic Church, women
were considered to be weak and fickle
creatures, capable only of the married
state or a strictly cloistered religious
life.  Mary dared to found a congrega-
tion of religious women with a free-
dom from religious enclosure and a
readiness for apostolic works which
would put them at the direct service of
the Church. 1609 saw the beginnings
of this foundation. In September Mary
Ward had returned to England after
some years spent in Poor Clare con-
vents in Flanders, and was working for
the faith in London. Following an
intense religious experience which
showed her that she was not to be an
enclosed nun, but that ‘some other
thing more to the glory of God’ was
being asked of her, she sailed to
Flanders with five companions, like-
minded young women in their twen-
ties. In St Omer she opened her first
school, and some of her members
were sent under cover on the English
Mission to support the priests.
Two years later in 1611, in a new reli-
gious experience, Mary learnt that this
‘some other thing’ was to model her
institute on the Society of Jesus,
founded eighty years earlier by St
Ignatius of Loyola, and to form a con-
gregation of women who would live
without enclosure, actively committed

to the apostolate, and governed, under
papal authority, by their own Superior
General.  Following this call, Mary set
up communities and schools in many
cities on the European continent, con-
ferring with Bishops and Catholic
princes on her proposals for the edu-
cation of girls. Her travels through
Europe by land and sea included sev-
eral crossings of the Alps on foot and
in winter. With a few companions she
walked the 1500 miles from Flanders
to Rome to present her plans for her
congregation personally to the Pope,
and she appeared several times before
commissions of Cardinals to plead her
cause. But she was in advance of her
time, and such innovations aroused
fierce opposition from within the
Catholic Church. In 1631 Mary Ward’s
Institute was suppressed by Pope
Urban VIII; Mary herself suffered
imprisonment for a time by the
Inquisition, and remained under its
perpetual surveillance. In 1639 she
returned to England and to her native

Yorkshire, where she lived with a few
of the original companions at
Heworth, then a village outside York.
She died on January 30th 1645, and
was buried in the churchyard at
Osbaldwick, where her tombstone can
still be seen.
A woman of vision, Mary saw the
potential of women and the need for
their education. But above all she was
a woman of prayer, and in her own
writings we see her deep relationship
with God, whom she served in confi-
dence and trust. In 1631 she wrote
from prison, ‘It is good pleasing the
Friend of friends, and labouring in
eternal works, and above all to be
entirely and for ever at our Master’s
disposal.’  Mary died with her life’s
work shattered, knowing only failure.
But her trust in God had never fal-
tered, and in Rome, Munich and
England small groups of her compan-
ions remained steadfast. For nearly
fifty years they lived as lay women
with private vows, till the first 
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‘I hope in God it will be
seen that women in time

to come will do much.’
Mary Ward 1617

continued on next page >>>>



Episcopal recognition in 1680 gave
them hope. Eventually the apostolic
Institute founded by Mary Ward
received official confirmation from the
Church in 1877, but Mary Ward her-
self was not acknowledged as its
foundress until 1909.

THE MARY WARD
FOUNDATION
Today the two branches of Mary
Ward’s Institute are known as the
Congregation of Jesus and the Institute
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto).
Both branches look to Mary Ward as
their foundress and, with so much to
share, they are becoming increasingly
associated with each other’s work and
interpretation of Mary Ward’s charism.  

THE CONGREGATING
JESUS. CJ
From the remnants of the original
Institute which survived in Rome,
Munich and England, the
Congregation of Jesus has spread
world-wide.  Today its houses are
found in Argentina, Austria, Brazil,
Cuba, Chile, Czech Republic,
Germany, Hungary, East Jerusalem,
India, Italy, South Korea, Moldavia,
Mongolia, Nepal, Spain, Rumania,
Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine, and
Zimbabwe. In England, Mary Ward’s
own country, the historic Bar Convent
was established in York in 1686.

From here two other apostolic congre-
gations were founded in Ireland in the
19th century, the Religious Sisters of
Charity (by Mary Aikenhead) and the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
There follows an account of the
founding of this branch of Mary
Ward’s Institute.

THE INSTITUTE OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(sometimes known as the Loreto
Sisters)
This branch of Mary Ward’s Institute
was brought to Ireland in 1821 at the
instigation of the then coadjutor
Bishop of Dublin, Dr Daniel Murray.
He was anxious to provide a good
education for Catholic girls, as the
Church in Ireland emerged from penal
times. Impressed by the reports of the
high standard of education in the Bar
Convent, York, Dr Murray wrote in
April 1814 to the superior there, Mrs
Elizabeth Coyney, urging her to found
a house of the Institute in Ireland and
asking her to undertake the religious
formation of Frances Ball (a past pupil
of the Bar Convent) towards that end.
Mrs Coyney, beset by a number of dif-
ficulties, made the following reply
dated 30th May 1814:

My Lord,
I have consulted our bishop on the
subject of your Lordship’s letter,
who agrees to our receiving Miss
Ball as a member of our Holy
Institute, with a view to our train-
ing her to be the foundress of a
house of the same Order in
Dublin. In the event of such a proj-
ect being realised, and that she be
allowed sufficient time for that
great undertaking, which could not
be, at least, under five years, as we
cannot hold out a possibility that
we can contribute to such an
establishment, either by sending a
colony from this house or by pecu-
niary resources, this work must rest
solely on Miss Ball and her friends,
whose decision we gladly await . .
.  

This frank letter explains how the
“Irish” Branch of the Institute was nec-
essarily independent of the Bar

Convent and the rest of Mary Ward’s
Institute, from its origins. Nevertheless,
Frances Teresa (her religious name)
Ball and numerous individuals and
communities maintained affectionate
relations with the Bar Convent by let-
ters and visits and this tradition still
continues.
Frances Ball finished her time of train-
ing in the Bar Convent in 1821 and set
off for Dublin bringing with her the
Institute Constitutions based on the
1707 Ignatian text. She named her first
permanent foundation at Rathfarnham,
Loreto. Her earliest biographer, Dr
William Hutch, tells us:
Miss Ball wishing that the lives of her
spiritual children should be modelled
on that of the Holy Family at Nazareth
called the first House of the Institute in
Ireland “Loreto Abbey” from Loreto, a
small Italian town near Recanati, in
the March of Ancona, whither
the Holy House of Nazareth was
miraculously transported on 10th
December 1294, and which has ever
since been a celebrated resort of pil-
grims . . .
Houses founded directly or indirectly
from Rathfarnham were often called
LORET(T)O.  Frances Teresa Ball had
an extraordinary missionary spirit.
Before her death in 1861 she had
founded houses all over Ireland and
sent sisters to India, Mauritius,
Gibraltar, Canada, Spain and England.
The Irish Branch of the Institute has
continued to spread and now in 2009
there are provinces in Australia,
Canada, Darjeeling, Eastern Africa,
England, India, Ireland, Mauritius,
Peru, South Africa, Spain and the
United States. To mark the millenni-
um, apostolic ventures have been
made in East Timor, Ghana, Albania,
Bangladesh, southern Sudan, the
Seychelles, Ecuador and Zambia.
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John Beyer, director of mediawatch-uk,
argues that swearing on TV is a result of
regulatory failure.

The issue of swearing on TV (euphemisti-
cally called “strong” language) has been a
big talking point recently thanks to some
bold journalistic analysis of programmes.
So much so that BBC Panorama has invited
comedian Frank Skinner, known for using
foul language in his stage act, to investigate
the matter for a programme shown in
January.  You may have seen it.

mediawatch-uk has always been in the
forefront of the campaign for high stan-
dards in broadcasting and in 2004 we
analysed 144 films shown by the five main
TV channels in 2003.  The results, pub-
lished in a report entitled The Daily Grunt,
were shocking.  We found that the f***
word, and its derivatives, were by far the
most commonly used expletives (2,234)
followed by the s*** word (1,622).  At the
time ITV Teletext conducted a poll and this
found that 96% of 2,723 people said
swearing on TV was offensive.

Broadcasters have known for a long time
that swearing on TV causes widespread
public offence.  The Office of
Communications, in its own
Communications Market reports, has found
that the majority believe there is too much
swearing on TV and a Radio Times poll,
conducted in May 2008, found that 69%
of more than 4,500 people agreed.  In
November a poll conducted by the Sunday
Telegraph found that 56% of said the f***
should never be broadcast and another
poll, conducted by Five, found that 57%
said there is too much swearing on TV.

The Executive Chairman of ITV, Michael
Grade, admitted that swearing on TV had
become “unrestrained” and “indiscrimi-
nate” acknowledging that: “people do not
want to hear those words”.  Jana Bennett,
head of Vision at the BBC, admitted in
December that gratuitous swearing “risks
alienating swathes of viewers”.   Needless
to say Channel 4 defiantly asserted it
would “not rein in foul language”. 

One of the worst exponents of swearing

on TV has been Jamie Oliver.  However, on
Christmas Eve he ably presented Jamie
Cooks Christmas without using a single
expletive proving that swearing is not nec-
essary and good programmes do not suffer
from the lack of it!

The Communications Act 2003 requires
that “generally accepted standards are
applied to the contents of television and
radio services”.  Clearly something has
gone wrong with TV regulation in the UK
as public opinion continues to be ignored
by broadcasters.  The controversy reached
the highest political level in November
with the Prime Minister and the Culture
Secretary expressing concern.  Ofcom
issued “Effing and Fining” restating the
terms of its permissive Broadcasting Code.

The Government rightly emphasises the
importance of education and expends con-
siderable resources on improving commu-
nication skills.  It does seem to me that the
media continues to undermine these poli-
cies and the good work being done by
dedicated teachers in our schools.
Swearing on TV has reached such propor-
tions that the English language is threat-
ened and for this reason we have launched

a Stop Swearing on TV petition on the No
10 Downing Street website which thou-
sands of people have already signed.  

We hope that a new Communications
Bill, incorporating the EU Audio Visual
Media Services directive, will properly
address the failure to regulate in the public
interest and that the Digital Britain report,
published in February, addresses not only
the relentless advance of media technology
but also the serious issues of unacceptable
content.  As William of Wykeham said,
“manners maketh man” rather than
megabits per second!

The petition is at http://petitions.num-
ber10.gov.uk/StopSwearingOnTV/
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Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

Day for Life 2009
Day for Life – the day in the Church’s year dedicated to celebrating the dignity of life
from conception to natural death – will this year focus on the theme of suicide. The
main emphasis of Day for Life in 2009 will be on the pastoral dimensions of this dif-
ficult and sensitive subject.  It will highlight why the Church believes that every life is
worth living and look at the reasons why people contemplate suicide, including
acute mental illness and the possible spiritual factors involved.  It will also point
towards the support that the professional services can bring and hopefully help to
reduce the stigma too often associated with mental illness and depression.

Building upon last year’s focus on mental health, the bishops hope that this year’s
day with its particular focus on suicide will help raise awareness of the vital role
played by families and a supportive parish community in supporting and sustaining
those who may be struggling to cope.

www.dayforlife.org
Day for Life in England and Wales – Sunday 26 July 2009

John Beyer



Women’s World Day of Prayer
is a worldwide movement of
Christian women who come
together to observe a common
day of prayer held on the first
Friday in March each year,
and who, in many countries,
have a continuing relationship
in prayer and service.
Our motto is:

Informed Prayer,
Prayerful Action
Through Women’s World Day
of Prayer women are encour-
aged to become aware of their
talents and use them in the
service of the wider communi-
ty.
Our logo is:
In the centre
is the cross
formed by
praying fig-
ures from
the four corners of the earth.
All are joined together within
the circle of the world and
enfolded in God’s love.

The Service is a moving,
challenging and faith-deepen-
ing experience. Above all, it is
an encouragement to women
in different countries to know
they are remembered in
prayer.

Each year we have the
opportunity to widen our
knowledge and understanding
of a different country.

The Service is translated into
over 60 languages and 1,000
dialects. Just think of that!
What a fellowship of joy, faith
and love. All of this has grown
from a simple service of
prayer and contrition held in
1887.

Why not make a note in
YOUR diary as we would like
YOU to join withus on the
first Friday of March, with
Christians from over 170
countries and islands, uniting
together in praise, worship
and in prayer. Women’s World
Day of Prayer includes
Christian women from
Protestant, Roman Catholic
and Orthodox churches.

All monies received from
the offerings are used for
Prayer Movement, Christian
Literatire and Christian
Educational Projects.

In England, Wales and
Northern Ireland there are
over 3,000 Women’s World
Day of Prayer branches hold-
ing around 5,000 Services
involving thousands of
women, men and children.
From September to February
Preparation Conferences are
held in many parts of the
country. Together in Prayer, a
magazine relevant to the Day
of Prayer, is available in
September.
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From Tonga to Samoa
Praying together in

Africa, Asia, the Caeibbean, Europe, Latin America, the Middle
East, North America and the Pacific

The Day of Prayer begins as dawn breaks over the islands of Tonga
in the Pacific and continues across each continent until until the

last Services of this special day are held back in the Pacific on the
islands of Samoa, circling the world in prayer for about 36 hours.

For further information contact:

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Commercial, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2RR

tel: 01892 541411  Fax: 01892 541745
Email: office@wwdp-natcomm.org  Website: www.wwdp-natcomm.org


